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Special Reports of Committees. 



Local Historical Societies. 

Springfield, III., Jan. 30, 1908. 
Illinois State Historical Society: 

Your committee on local historical societies would respectfully 
report that we consider the general condition of the locaL societies in 
the State as quite satisfactory. Most of these are active; a few how- 
ever, are quite the reverse. 

At the late meeting of the American Historical Association at 
Madison, Wis., our State Historical Society was represented at the 
conference of state and local historical societies by our president and 
secretary, and these delegates learned that very few, if any, of the 
states can show a larger number of organized local societies. It is 
very difficult for a committee whose members are remote from the 
State Society's rooms to keep in proper touch with these local societies, 
and the efforts of the committee to foster and assist such organizations 
should, in our opinion, be supplemented by oversight from the State 
Society's headquarters. 

We believe the time has arrived when these local societies should 
be in much closer relation to the State Society. We therefore recom- 
mend that our State secretary call on all of the local societies for the 
ac^dfesses of their officers and all of the members, in order that 
information concerning the State Society with hints and suggestions 
to the local societies may be sent occasionally to such officers and 
members. 

We also suggest to our own society, in case it is decided to publish 
its proceedings and some other historical material through a quarterly, 
that in each issue there be a department of local history. 

It may also be a good plan to give notice to such local societies as 
do not possess fireproof buildings, that in case copies of important 
local papers shall be sent to Springfield they will be carefully preserved 
for the benefit of these societies. 

Other suggestions will naturally occur from time to time to the 
officers of the State Society in case closer relations shall be found 
desirable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. BURNHAM, 

Chairman. 



